
Junior League of Charlotte: League Year 
Highlights (1926–2026) 

1926–1927 
The Junior League of Charlotte (JLC) was officially formed and became a member of the 

Association of Junior Leagues of America. That year, the League’s flagship initiative was 

managing the Junior League Baby Home, which provided essential care for infants and 

served as a vital community resource for maternal health. 

1927–1928 
Continuing its work with the Baby Home, the League placed renewed focus on child welfare 

and operational improvements. Members began coordinating broader community outreach 

efforts, building the foundation for JLC’s future leadership in public service. 

1928–1929 
The League expanded its community presence by increasing volunteer placements and 

collaborating with local health organizations. Training programs for new members were 

refined, emphasizing civic responsibility and hands-on service. 

1929–1930 
Despite the economic challenges of the Great Depression, the League sustained operations 

at the Baby Home and advocated for child-centered programming throughout Charlotte. 

Members remained active in public health education and early childhood services. 

1930–1931 
JLC maintained its commitment to public health and early education. Members began 

exploring partnerships beyond maternal care, including efforts to support children in 

underserved communities. 

1931–1932 
The League introduced a rolling library service at Presbyterian Hospital to support literacy 

and healing. This initiative demonstrated JLC’s growing focus on cultural enrichment 

alongside its core health-related efforts. 

1932–1933 
Members worked to expand services at the Baby Home and deepened community 

partnerships in response to ongoing economic hardship. The League began to diversify its 

projects while maintaining its roots in early care. 



1933–1934 
A kindergarten for underserved children was opened, marking one of the League’s first 

ventures into formal education. This year reflected JLC’s evolving mission: to serve both the 

health and educational needs of Charlotte’s youth. 

1934–1935 
The League continued managing the kindergarten and Baby Home while exploring new 

avenues for public service. JLC began identifying ways to serve broader family systems 

beyond infants and children, setting the stage for more comprehensive programming in the 

years ahead. 

1936–1937 
In partnership with the Charlotte Observer and Charlotte News, the Junior League of 

Charlotte raised $7,633.40 to support local initiatives. This marked a new level of 

collaboration between the League and the city’s media in support of public welfare. 

1937–1938 
The League established the Thrift Shop as a permanent business project, creating a 

sustainable source of income. Additionally, League finances were formally divided into 

Administrative and Community accounts. That year, members also began offering free art 

classes for underprivileged children at the Mint Museum. 

1938–1939 
The Children’s Service Bureau was accepted as an agency of the Community Chest, elevating 

the visibility and impact of the League’s social service initiatives. A dedicated Publicity 

Committee was created to enhance community engagement. 

1939–1940 
The League continued its support of children’s programs while strengthening its internal 

structure. Emphasis was placed on building public awareness and expanding volunteer 

recruitment. 

1940–1941 
One of the League’s most impactful community partnerships was launched this year: a soda 

shop opened at Charlotte Memorial Hospital, operated and supported by League members. 

This innovative project provided affordable food services while raising morale for hospital 

staff and patients. 

1941–1942 
As the United States entered World War II, the League pivoted to wartime support efforts, 

focusing on local preparedness and civic responsibility. Member volunteer hours increased 

significantly during this time of national need. 



1942–1943 
The League launched the Community Radio Council, a public radio partnership that 

produced a series of thirteen-week musical programs. These broadcasts provided both 

cultural enrichment and a morale boost for families during the war years. 

1943–1944 
JLC expanded its radio programs and war-related community services. League members 

also supported rationing programs, local Red Cross drives, and social support services. 

1944–1945 
As World War II neared its end, the League began preparing to shift focus back to post-war 

community development and child welfare, while continuing support services for military 

families. 

1945–1946 
With the war officially over, the Junior League of Charlotte resumed efforts to strengthen 

cultural, educational, and health-based programming for Charlotte families. The post-war 

era marked a return to expansive, community-based service with a renewed sense of 

purpose. 

1946–1947 
The Medical Social Service Department was jointly assumed by Community Chest and 

Memorial Hospital. The League also pledged $3,000 annually for three years to fund the 

Mint Museum Director’s salary, underscoring its support of arts leadership. 

1947–1948 
The second edition of the Old North State Cookbook was published, and the Children’s 

Nature Museum was formally organized due to sustained League interest. A $5,000 pledge 

over three years supported the museum’s early growth. 

1948–1949 
The League donated $2,500 to the Mecklenburg Tuberculosis Sanatorium for the use of 

streptomycin, a breakthrough medical treatment of the time. 

1949–1950 

The Children’s Nature Museum was officially adopted as a League project, with a 

commitment to fund its $8,000 budget for two years. Plans also began for a permanent 

building in Freedom Park. 

1950–1951 
Plans for the Nature Museum building were approved. A community follies raised nearly 

$15,000, and a benefit tea contributed additional funds toward construction. 



1951–1952 
Groundbreaking took place for the Nature Museum. The Parade of Quartets and other 

fundraising events netted over $25,000 for the project. 

1952–1953 
The League focused on completing construction for the Children’s Nature Museum. 

Fundraising events ensured the museum’s sustainability as a major cultural institution in 

Charlotte. 

1953–1954 
The Nature Museum officially opened in Freedom Park, providing children with hands-on 

opportunities to explore science and the natural world. 

1954–1955 

The League strengthened its cultural programming by supporting concerts and arts access 

for young audiences and families. 

1955–1956 
With the museum established, the League expanded to new community partnerships while 

maintaining its financial and volunteer support base. 

1956–1957 
For the first time, JLC adopted two major projects simultaneously: a $30,000 pledge for the 

Charlotte Reading Center and $10,000 for the Girl Scout Camp at Lake Lure. 

1960–1961 
The League completed a multi-year pledge to support Youth Concerts, ensuring Charlotte 

schoolchildren had access to high-quality music education. 

1961–1962 

JLC launched mental health initiatives, educating parents and teachers about child 

development and psychological well-being. 

1962–1963 
A new partnership was formed with the Charlotte Speech and Hearing Center, supporting 

children with communication challenges. 

1963–1964 
The League sponsored a performance by the Metropolitan Opera National Company, 

expanding access to world-class cultural programming. 

1964–1965 

Groundbreaking began on the Junior League headquarters, providing a central hub for 

training and project coordination. 



1965–1966 
Drug education and legislative awareness programs became priorities, as JLC embraced a 

stronger advocacy role. 

1966–1967 
With headquarters established, the League expanded volunteer training and civic 

partnerships. 

1967–1968 
New initiatives in child health and cultural enrichment deepened JLC’s community role. 

1968–1969 
Advocacy efforts broadened to include education reform, child welfare, and cultural 

preservation. 

1969–1970 
The decade closed with JLC recognized as a premier training ground for women leaders and 

a driving force for civic progress. 

1980–1981 
JLC surpassed $1 million in total community contributions since its founding, a landmark 

achievement reflecting decades of service. 

1985–1986 

The League funded the Children’s Law Center and Open House Halfway House, expanding 

services for vulnerable youth. 

1986–1987 
The first Public Officials Breakfast was held, creating a new civic dialogue between League 

members and local leaders. 

1987–1988 
Charlotte CARES, a citywide substance abuse conference, was convened by JLC to address 

growing community challenges. 

1988–1989 
Headquarters underwent a $550,000 renovation, modernizing facilities for training and 

project support. 

1989–1990 
The League closed the decade by reaffirming its dual mission of training women for civic 

leadership and addressing Charlotte’s most pressing social needs. 



1991–1992 
Following Hurricane Hugo, JLC mobilized relief support through both direct service and 

financial aid, demonstrating resilience in crisis response. 

1992–1993 
Parenting programs at the DEC and support for Seigle Avenue Preschool highlighted the 

League’s focus on family services and literacy. 

1993–1994 
Initiatives in teen pregnancy prevention and AIDS education expanded JLC’s role in 

adolescent health. 

1994–1995 

The League partnered with corporations to launch new leadership training programs, 

expanding civic impact. 

1996–1997 
Kids in the Kitchen was introduced to combat childhood obesity, partnering with hospitals 

and schools for healthier families. 

1999–2000 
The decade closed with JLC recognized as a trusted leader in Charlotte’s cultural, health, and 

education sectors. 

2000–2005 
JLC supported child health, literacy, and family services, while strengthening volunteer 

training and broadening advocacy partnerships. 

2005–2010 
The League advanced health and wellness initiatives and adapted to community needs 

during the national recession. In 2010, Charlotte proclaimed September 13 as Junior League 

of Charlotte Day. 

2010–2011 
The League celebrated the 50th anniversary of its headquarters with renovations. Charlotte 

proclaimed September 13, 2010, as Junior League of Charlotte Day. 

2015–2020 
Initiatives expanded to children’s health and family services, with a focus on literacy, 

nutrition, and healthcare access. In 2020, Charlotte again recognized JLC with Junior League 

of Charlotte Day. 



2020–2022 
JLC adapted its programs during the COVID-19 pandemic, using virtual tools and emergency 

support to continue serving the community. 

2022–2024 
Headquarters underwent significant upgrades, including a new roof, Wi-Fi and AV 

improvements, and attic insulation to improve sustainability. 

2023–2028 
A five-year initiative was launched to support the mental and physical health of children in 

grades K–5 in Mecklenburg County. 

2024–2025 

The League prepared for its 100th Anniversary in 2026, launching membership campaigns, 

strengthening partnerships, and emphasizing leadership training for the next generation. 

2025-2026 
The League launched the Centennial campaign, established the 1926 Society, welcomed 

more than 135 provisional applicants, reinstated 68 Sustainers, and generated over $55,000 

in Centennial donations. Members contributed more than 2,375 volunteer hours, impacting 

38,688 individuals across Charlotte. 
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